
says Michel le
ent of support
1)r tamri les.
in tltah, but it

;' trial - even
:o have dozens
ritcd from his

pokesman for
rcral, said yes-
lvere 30,000
te. But instead
ith polygamy,
rsed on child
Lestic violence
mmunities.
was not poly-
created the

t. She said he
by the early's 

ill hea.lth.
polygamous
.lo very well.
a fyrannical,

leader," she

ill tugue that
uted for his

WiIh AGENCIES

,a-
. 17  I  1711

570

9

I I September 20)07

Time for  sense:  drugs in sport  
! : . .

An open let ter

As experts in the fields of medicine, drug dependency and raw enforcement, we wish to make
,$,19::illrclear 

our positions on 
"'nrrnu"r of matteis in i"Ltion to the .uri"ni,ili.it druss in

we bel ieve that the AFL has been a leader in responding to i l l ic i t  drugs. l ts pol ic ies in relat ion to i l l ic i tdrug use among players are probably as effective ut .Jn-L" u.i,i"u""a in u *oriJ *h"r" ,or" youngadults are exposed to, and * i l l  
"*p"r i reni  

with,  i l l ic i t  Jrug tar. ing una the drug culture. Their  pol icyclearly sends a message that drug iaking is dangerous ;J; ; ;  ; . . "ptabre.
we further bel ieve that the pr ime object ive of .any 

' { lus, in sport '  pol icy must be the health andwelfare of the player concerned. where this conflicti with inother objective of the club concerned. theAFL or the government, the player,s welfare must be paramount.
we commend and support  the AFL and the AFL Players Associat ion for taking a reasoned, sensibleand strong leadership stance in relation to these issuls, una rorleristing the pressures from populistquarters to use such issues for partisan ends. such p;p"li;iufpio".h", ignore the mass of evidencethat humane harm minimisat ion and trel tment approaches to ' issues of i l l ic i t  drug use are far more
:i:il::""::fl:il':i'#:"j#:;*'"t"' r''.i' t" the individuat and the communi.r",r,,i are punitive
The AFls policy is' in fact, in line with current community practices towards people found to be using ill icitdrugs - they are most often diverted towards the drug ti""i.""i system and away from the criminal
ii:!:::u""t This a.pproach is the policy oi all gou"rn;";t, in nuitraria, because the evidence is that itls tar more effective in dealing with drug use and harm from ilricit Jrugs than are punitive measures.
The blurring of the distinction between the use of performance-enhancing drugs and the use of il l icitrecreational drugs is potentlallv forcing ,0":^,L"^1ll-r1..-q ;il;r.;porting-bodi6s rotes ior which theyhave no mandate or capacity - roles L f"w enforcement agencies. As good.citizens, bodies like theAFL have the responsibi l i ty of  deterr ing cr ime where port l rrdlnJreport ing cr ime where appropriate- it is not their role to seek out and dltect crime.
Rather than being criticised, the AFL should be.,applauded by governments, community leaders andthe media for their approach' For those of ui at the coalface oi ti""ting drug addiction ,rio developingpolicy, watching the criticism is frustrating.
we congratulate the olf,:.io the AFL Players' Association, and encourage and support them in retentionof the AFL lll icit Drug porrcy.
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